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Writing books Is fashionable

A Many people today write

A Short stories, memoirs, novels, all kinds of
books

A This is especially true of celebrities

A Seems like writing a book is almost as populal
as running a marathon, which is in a way
comparable to novel writing.

Ab20 YS® L RARYQU adl!



What happened in April, 1996

A | worked as a translation project manager

A The proj

ect had 1,105,000 words

A | was somewhat bored.
A Quite a lot actually.

A | decided to take up a blank file, but after that
| have no clear recollection of what happened
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Behold, Chapter |

A To my surprise, | wrote five pages of text.
Al had no idea who the people in it were

A The location was known to me through an
Interest in the Pacific War

A The situation was completely unplanned

A | decided to write another chapter to see what
followed, and one to see what led to the first
chapter.
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| started writing more

A By 1998, | had written five chapters.

A Again, | still had no idea where the book was
heading

A | decided upon the central cast

I Jack McGuire, Don Wheeler, Kay Wheeler, Martin
the Native, and Bunny Radner

A | started to map out what could happen to
them
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Havi

A By 1999, |

ng a timeline helped

nad written almost ten chapters.

A | switched |

obs, and the new job sent me on

long business trips
A Writing became a way to beat hotel death

A Most of the aviation sequences are written at
33,000 feet (easier to get into the flow up

there)

Al still keip])t the project under wraps



The golden age of research

A Writing something like this needs research

I Online sources, such as the US Navy History
collections, US National Archives, and unit
histories were valuable

I | collected ~80 books on WW2

ATechnical manuals on planes, memoirs, academic
research into the Pacific War

I Maps, charts, images, anything that might have a
bearing on the story
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A few research nuggets

A What if the pilots got their hands on a jerry
can of 96% alcohol?
ifTA1Ste araidda drzys aryo
I They like partying and always value practical jokes

I Torpedoes run on alcohol, so it is available at the
Island bases

A The question remains, how many people can
you get drunk with 24 litres of pure alcohol?
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Answer from a professional

A After posting this, | got a reply from a
bartender

I He told me that with an average weight of 80 kilos
LISNJ LIAf 203 FYR |aadzyAy.
could have 135 inebriated pilots in a light state of
drunkenness

I Or | could have 87 pilots totally drunk

A For the situation | had in mind, the latter point
worked perfectly
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Scheduled flights to Tulagi?

A The initial scene has Kay Wheeler arriving on
Tulagi island one morning

A She has flown in from Sydney

A But when did scheduled air travel to the
Solomons begin?

A Searching the Internet produces conflicting
iInformation, but then | find a man who
collects timetables.
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This is an original timetable

TRANS OCEANIC AIRWAYS PTY. LTD. SCHEDULES

FARES AND FREIGHT RATES
Effective from 1st March, 1949

Effective from
March 1, 1949

Wednesday

Depart Noumea

Depart from
Rose Bay, Sydney

Arrive Vila

Vila

0 Dey
Arrive Espiritu Santo
Depart Espiritu Santo
Arrive Tulagi

Thursday

BOOKING OFFICES

SYDNEY

nd all accredited travel agencie

NEW CALEDONIA

NEW HEBRIDES

5té Commercial
cieté Comme

nd Espiritu Santc

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Tulagi—Lingatu—Tulagi {as scheduled) British Sol and:
. . ) and Tt
Arrive at Tulagi s 0
SO0 1 6 Friday Corrie &G Co
eve ry Oth er : Depart VTLH::L;\ 6 "fli‘ a.m Suva
g ; e
WedneSd ay : & >Avln‘\‘ct \i\i’,z” et I/l r(!') pm
o o Vo S G nd L A
’ Saturday ] e
This means | could 2o o
justify and Correctl NOTE. Q)i;c.e:j:; shown are local times at place
time the first scene
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K QT IS Hh o aaik

A The book is dedicated to my family and Wells
Norris

A Wells was a US Navy pilot who answered my
guestion on Usenet Groups in 1997

A He was very intrigued by my book project, anc
wanted to help as much as possible

A We had email correspondence until 2004
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An example from Wells
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The final push

AIn 2005 | had 300 pages done
Al decided | had to try and finish this
A The only problem was, | had no clue how.

A After trying four different ideas | hit on the
one that went into the book

A | wrote the remaining 80 pages in the summer
of 2007
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Then 1t was Autumn 2008

A | edited the book twice myself, trying to find
errors and problems

Al gave it to a few unsuspecting friends to read

A Then | was sent a link to a website called
Authonomy, run by HarperCollins

A My book was given the ID 1726
A | expected it to peak at 500 and then fade
A To my surprise it started to rise.
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First real publication

A On Authonomy, Tulagi Hotel went to the top of
Historical Fiction, Romance, and Popular Culture
In May 2009.

Al/ adAraftt RARYQG st yid
A The people | met on Authonomy formed their
own little Indie publishing house, Diiarts

A Diiarts invited me along as their second set of
books

A They helped me in editing, as did anetleague
A The book was launched in April 2010
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Coverandartwork

A | havea graphicartist
friend, Juha Helkkinen

A Hereadthe bookand
decidedwhat kind of
coverkK S ake

A Theletter is anoriginal
onefrom 1912,used
by permission



